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The above translation in Hindi of tlie Maintenance and Wclfare of Parents and Senior

Citizens Act, 2007 has been authorised by the President to be published in the Official
Gazette under clause (a) of sub-section (1) of section 5 of the Official Langunages Act, 1963,

Wi, I TR
Secretary to the Governinent of India.
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Raipur, the 25th September 2008
: NOT‘IFICATION

i 9215/4. 245/21-31/9v. [ 3 . /08.-—In exemse of the powers. conferred by sub-section (3) of Section
| of the Maintenance and Welfare of Parents and’ Semor Citizens Act, 2007 (Central Act No. 56 of 200?), the State
Government.hereby, appoints the 26th September, 2008 as the date on which the said Act shall come into force.

" By order and in the name of the Governor of Chhattisgarh;
UMESH KUMAR KATIYA, Deputy. Secretary.

THE MAINTENANCE AND WELFARE OF PARENTS AND
SENIOR CITIZENS ACT, 2007

-29th December, 2007
An Act to provide for more eﬁeéme provisions Tor the maintenance and weifare of parents and senior
citizens guaranteed and recognised under the Constitution and for matters connected therewith or inudenul

thereto

" Be it enacted by Parliament in the Fifty- eighth Year of the Republic of India as follows -

" Notes

' Staterent of Objects and Reasons.— Traditional norms and values of the Indian society laid stréss on

providing care for the elderly. However, due to withering of the joint family system, a large number of clderly are not
being looked after by their family: Consequently, many older persons, particularty widowed women are now foiced to
spend their twilight years all dlone and are exposed to emotional neglect and to lack of phys:cal and financial support.
This clearly reveals that ageing: has become a major social challenge and there is a need to give more attention to the
care arid protection for the older persous. Though the parents can claim maintenance under the Code of Criminal
Procedure, 1973. the procedure is both time consuming as well as expensive, Hence, there is need to have Simple
inex penslve and speedy prowsions to clalm maintenance for parents.

- The Bill proposes to cast: and obligation on the persons who inherit the property of their aged
relatives to maintain such aged relatives and also proposes to make provisions for scmng up oldage homes
for providing mamtenance to the indigent older persons,

The Bill further proposes to provide better medical facilities to the senior citizens and provisions for protection

of their Iifb and property.
3. ~ ‘The Bill, therefore, proposes to provide for —-
(a) appropnate mechamsm to be set upto prowde need- bascd maintenance to the parents and senIOr
citizens ; - ; "
(b) p‘r’oVﬁ_iiﬂg .beuer medic_af f#cil_itles to senior cltizen's-;
(c) for institutionalization of a suitable. mechanism for protection of life and probérty of older persons ;

(@ - | setting up of qldngc homes in every district,

4. ‘The Bill secks to achieve the above objectives.

=4
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CHAPTER 1

Preliminary

1. Short title, extent, application and commencement— (1) This Act may be called the Maintenance and
Welfare of Parents and Senior Citizens Act, 2007

) It extends to lhe whole of India exc’ept.the State of Jammiu and Kashmir and it applies also to citizens
of India ontside lndia.

3 it shall come 'into force in.a State on such date as the State Government may, by notification in the
Official Gazette, appoxm.

2 Deﬂniﬂons.w- in this 'Act, unless the context dtﬁefwise rlequire's,——
(2) _' “children” includes son, daughter, grandson and grand-daughter bl.;t does not include a minor ;
(b_)_ “main " inclﬁdes provision for food, clothing, residence and medical attendance aind treatment ;

(O] “minor” means a pemon who, under the prowsions of the Majouty Act, ms (9 of 1 875) is deemed
not to have alramed the age of mnjonty §

(@) ‘parznt” means fat.her or mother whether bmlogscal adopnve or step father or step mother, as the case
may be, whether or not the father or the mother is a senior citizen ;

” (¢) . “prescribed” means prescribed by rules made by the State Goveﬂunent under this Act ;-

{f) “property” means propcrty of any kind whether movable.or immiovable, ancestral or self acqu:red
: tang:ble or intanglble and mcludes rights or interests in such ptoperty :

¢:3) “relative” means any legal heir of the childless senior citizen who is not a minor and is in possession i
of or would inherit his property aﬁer his death ; :
) “senior cmm” means any person belng a citizen of India, who has attamed the age of sixty years or
a-bOVB E:
By (i)_ “State Go’v‘emnicn_t" in retation to a Union territory, means the administrator thereof appointed under
- - article 239 of the Constitution' ;
G) & ‘“tribunal” :ﬁcans the Mairitenance Tribunal constituted under section 7 ;
(k) - 'we.lfare means provision for food, health care, recreatlcn camres and other amenmes necessary for
: the senior cltlzzns 3 . '
3. . Actto have overriding eﬂ'ect —- The provisions of this Act shall have effect notwithstanding ‘anything b
‘inconsistent therewith contained in any enactment other than this Act, or it \y instrument having effect by virtue of any !

enactment other than this Act.

~ .CHAPTER Il
Maintenance of Farents and Senior Citizens - .' j

4, Mamtenance of parents and senior citiz.ens — (1) A senior citizen including parent who. is- unable to

maintain himself from his own eaming or out of the property owned by him, shail be entitled to make an application
under section 5 in the case of—

e ST
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)
(4)
5

- (© th'e'Tri'butial may take cognizance suo motu,

) pa;ént or gmnd-parént, agaihSt one or more of his chi fdren not being a minor ;
(i) a childless senior citimi against such of his relative refemd 1to in clause (g) of section 2.

The obhgat:on of the children or relative as the case may be, to maintain a senior cmzen extends to
the needs of such citizen so that senior citizen may lead a normal life.

The obllgatlon of the ch:ldren to maintain his or her parent extends to the necds of such parent either

father or mother or both, as lhe case may be, so that such parent may lead a normal life,

Any person bemg a relatwc-of a senior citizen and having sufﬂclent means shall maintain such senior

citizen . provided he is in possession of the property of such senior citizen or he would inherit the
property of such senior citizen ;

Provided that whore more than one relatwes are entitled to inherit the property of'a senjor

citizen, the malntcnance shall be payable by such relative in the proport;on in w!nch they would
inherit his property _ ,

Application for malﬁtenﬁt_lce;——.(l) An application for malntenance under section 4, may be made—

(a) by a setiior citizen or a parent, as the case may be ; or

b) il he is 'inc:ipablc,.by any other person or organisation authorised by him ; or

Explanallon —Fof the' purposes of this section “organisation” means any volmta:y associatlon registered
under the Swretle{)Regtsthon Act, 1860 (21 of 1860), or any other law for the time being in force

@

3

)

&)

(6)

9

* The Ti_'n sal may, dunng the pendency of the proceeding regarding monthly- allowanoe for the main-

tenance-.nder this section, order such children or relative to makeamonﬂﬁy allowance for the in-

terim maintenance of such senior citizen including parent and to pay the same to such senior citizen

mcludmg parent as the Trlbunal may from time to time dtrect

On receipt of an apphcatlon for maintenance under sub-section (1), aﬁer gwmg notice of the applica-
tion o the children or relative and after giving the patties an oppormmy of bemg heard, hold an
mqu:ry for détermining the amount of maintenance.

An application filed under sub-section (2) for the monthly allowance for the maintenance and ex-

penses for proceeding shall be disposed of within ninety days from the date of the service of notice of -

the application to such person :

Provided that the Tribunal may extend the said period, once for a maximum period of thirty

days in exceptional t':ircwnétance for reasons to.be recorded in writing.

An applrcatlon for mamtenance under sub-sectnon (1) may be filed against one or more persons :

Provided that such children or relative may implead the other person liable to maintain

parent in the application for maintenance,

Wher¢ a maintenance order was made against more than one person, the death of one of them does
not affeot the Ilabllity of othcrs to continue paying maintenance.

Any such allowance for the maintenance and expenses for proceedmg shall be payable from the date of
the order; or, if s0 ordered, from the date of the application for maintenance or expenses or prooeedmg,
as the case may be.

Yo
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If, ch:ldfcn of relative so ordered fail, wnhout sufficient cause to comply w:th the order, any such
Tribunal may, for every breach of the order issue a warrant for levying the amount due in the mannert
provided for levying fines, and may sentence such person for the whole, or any part of each
month’s allowance for the maintenance and expenses of proceeding, as the case may be, remaining

~unpaid after the execution of the warrants, to imprisonment for a term which may extend to one

month or until paymen( if sooner made whlchever is earlier :

Prowded that no warrant shatl, be issued for the recovery of any amount due under this
section unless ‘application be made to the Tribunal to levy such amount wlthmaperlod of three
months from the date on which if became due.

6. - Jurisdiction and procedure — (]) The proceedings under aacuon 5 may be takcn against any children or
relative in any district—

() wherehe resid'es or last resided ; or
(b) where, children or relatwe resides.

On receipt of the apphcauon under section 5, the Tribunal shall issue & process for procuring the
presence of children or relative against whom the application is filed,

For securing the 3ttendanoel of children or relative the Tribunal shall have the power of a Judicial
Maglslrale of t’rs{ class as prowded under the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 (2 of 1974).

All ev:dence to such proceedmgs shall be taken in the presence of the children or relative against
whom an: order for payment of maintenance is proposed to be made, and shall be recorded in the
manner prescribed for summons cases : ;

Provided that if the Tnbunal is satisfied that the children or relative against whom an order
for payment of taintenance is proposed to be made is wilfully avoiding service, or wilfully neglect-

ing to attend the Tribunal, the Tribunal may proceed to hear and daenmnc the case exparte. -
- Where the children or relative i is residing out of India, the summons shall be served by the Tribunal

thmugh such authority, as the Central Govemment may by notlficatxon inthe ofﬁc:al Gazette, spec1fy
in this behalf. = )

The Tribunal before. h¢ar1ng an application under sectlon 5 may, tefer the same to a Conciliation
Officer and such. Conciliation Officer shall submit his findings within one month and if amicable

i scttlemem has bcun arnved at, the Tribunal shall passan order to that effect.

Explanation— Forthe purposes of this sub-section “Conciliation Oﬁ' cer” means any person of répresentative
of an organisation referred to in Explanation to sub-section (1) of section 5 or the Maintenance Officers desig-
nated by the State Government under sub-section (1) of section 18 or any other person nominated by the
Trlbunal for thls purpose.

T Constitulion of Maintenance Trlbunal — (1} The State Govamment shall wlthm a pmod of six months
from the date of the commencement of this Act, by notification in the Official Gazette, constitute for each Sub-division
one or more Tribunals as may be specified in the notif' cation for the purpose of adjudlcatmg and deciding upon the
order for maintenance under sectton - ;

(2) The Tribunal shall be pl‘eSIdecl over by an officer not bclow the rank of Sub—Dms:cmai Ofﬁcer ofa
State. .
3) Where two or more 'i'nbunals are conslituted for any area, lha State Government may, by general or
special order, regulate the distribution of business among them. ,
8. Summary proeedure in case of inquiry. — (1) In holding any mqulry under section 5, the Tnbunal may,
subject to any rules that may be prescribed by the State Govemment in tl-us behalf, follow such summary procedure as
it deems fit. . %
(2) The Tribunal shall have all the powers of a Civil Court for the purpose of taking evidence on oath and

of enforcing the attendance of witnesses and of compelling the discovery and production of documents
and material objects and for such other purposes as may be prescribed ; and the Tribunal'shall be
deemed to be a Civil Court for all the purposes of section 195 and Chaptcr XXV! of the Code of
Cnmmal Procedure, 19?3 (2 of 1974). 3 )
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(@) - Subjectto any rule that may be made in thls behalf the Tribunal may, for the purpose of adjudicating
~ and deciding upon any claim for maiuntenance, choose one or more persons possessing special know- |

ledge of any matter relevml I.Q the mquiry to assist itin holdmg the inquiry.

9. Order for maintenance e (l) If chllclren or rulatwes, as the case may be, ncglect or refuse to maintam a
‘senior citizen being unable to maintain himself, the Tribunal may, on being satisfied of such neglect or refusal, order
-such children or relatives to make a month!y allowance at such monthly rate for the maintenance of such senior citizen,
as the Tribunal may deem fit and to pay the same to such seniur cmzen as the Th'bunal may, from time to time, dlrect

(2) " The maximum maimenanoe allowance whlch may be orderad by such Tribunal shall be such as may
be prcsenbed by the Slalc Government which shall not exceed ten thousand rupees per month,

10 Alteration in allowance, — (l) On proof oi‘mnsreprescmlation or mistake of fact or a change in the circumstances

of any person, receiving a monthly allowance under section 9, for the maintenance ordered under that section to pay a

- monthlyallowance for the mamtcnanvc, the Tribunal may make such alteratlon, as it thinks fit, in the al!owancc for the
inaintenance. :

(2) Where it appears to the Tribunal that, in consequence of any decision ofa oompetent Civil Court, any
order made under section 9 should be cancelled or vaned, it shall cancel the order or, as the case may
be, vary the same aceordingly

e _ : , -
o, T Enforcement of order of main_tenance. — (1) A copy of the order of maintenance and including the order
" regarding expenses of proceedings, as the case may be, shall be given without payment of any fee to the senior citizen

or to parent, as the case may be, in whose favour it is made and such order may be enforced by any Tribunal in any place -

‘whiere the person against whom it is made, such, Tribunal on being satlsﬁod asto the identity of the parties and the non-
paymantoftheallowance orasﬂwmenwybe expenses,due -

@ A maintenance order made under this Act. shall have the safe force. and effect as an order passed
undar Chapter X of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 (2 of 1974), and shall be executed inthe
: manner prescribed.for the cﬂ:ecunon of such order by that Code.

12. Optlon regrmlmg mamtenance in certain cases. — Notwnhstandmg anything cnntamed in Chapter 1X of
the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 (2 of 1974), where a senior citizen or a parent is entitled for maintenance under
‘the said Chapter and also entitled for maintenance under this Act may, without prejudice to the prowsuons of Chapter X

of the said Code, cldim such maintenance under either of those Acts but not unﬂer both.

13. Depostt of mamtmance amoum -— When an order is made under this Chapter, thechlldren or relative who

is required to'pay any amount in terms of such order shall, within thmy days of the date of announcmg the order by the
Tribunal, deposit the entire amount ordered in such manner as the Tribunal may direct. :

14, Award of interest where any claim is allowed . — Where any Tribunal makes an order. for maintenance
made under this Act, such Tribunal may direct that in addition to the amount of maintenance, simple interest shall also
be paid at such rate and from such date not earlicr than the date of making the application as may be determined by the
Tribunal which shall not be less than five per cent, and not more than eighteen per cent :

, Provided that where any application for maintenance under Chapter IX of the Code of Criminal Procedure,
19732 of 1974) is pending tefore a Court at the comniencement of this Act, then the Court shall altow the withdrawal
of such application on the request of the parent and such parent shall be enntled to file.an application for maintenance.
before the Tribunal, -

IS.  Constitution of A’ppeliaté- Tribunal . — (1) The State Government may, by notification in the Official
Gazette constitute one Appellate Tribunal for each district to hear the appeal against the order of the Tribunal.

@) The Appellate Tribunal Sﬁall be presided over by an officer not below the rank of District Magistrate.

regm? st
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_ 16, Appeals -— (l) Any senior citizen or a parent, as the case may be apgrieved by an crder of a Trlbunal may,

within sixty days from the date of the order, prefer an appeal to the Appellate Thbunal
Provided that on appea: ine chlldren or relative who is requlred to pay any amount in terms of such
maintenance order shall contmue to pay 10.such parent the arnount 80 ordered in the manner drrected by the
; Appellate Tnbunal . ;
Provlded further that the Appellate Tnbunal may, entcrtam the appeal aﬂcr the expiry of the said
penod of 'sixty days, if i lt IS satlsﬁed that the appellant was prevented by suﬁ'rcwnt cause from preferrmg the
' appeal'm tlme

) On rene:pl nf an appeal the Appellate Th'bunal shall, cause a notlce to be senred upon the respondent

3) The Appellate 'I‘nbunal may call for the record of pr oceedmgs from the Tribunal against whose order
: the appeal i is preferred. ;

- {4) ' The Appeliate Turbinal may, alter exammmg the appeal and the records called for either allow or
: - rejeel the appeal.

%) The Appellate Ttibunal shall adjudicate and decu.le upon the appeal ﬁled against the order of the
: Tnbunal and the order of the Appellate Trrbunal shall be ﬁnal

 Provided that no appeal shali be rejected unless an opportunity has been given to both the
pama of bemg heard tn person or through a duly authorised representaxwe

(6) The Appellate Trlbunal shall make an endeavour to pronounce its order in writing wnhm one month
nf the recelpt of an appeal

N .- A wgy of every order made under sub-section (5) shall be sent to both the parties free of c_ost.

i7. Right’ to legal repreeentatlon = Not\mmstandmg anything contamed in any, law no partytoa proeeedmg'
before a Trlhunal or Appellate T r:bunal shall be represented by a legal practltloner iy :

: 18 : Mamtersence Officer . — (13T he State Gévernment shall designate the District Socral Welﬁare Offi cer ot an
officer not below the rarﬁc of a District 8oc ial Welfare Officer, by whatever name called as. Mamtenance Officer.

(z.) The Mamtenanee (\f’r’leer referred to in sub-sectlon (1}, shall represent a parent 1f he so desires,
dunng the proceedmgs of the Tribunal, or.the Appellate Tribunal, as the case may be.

CHAPTER HI
'Esmbli'snnient of Oldage Houies
19. Establishment of oldage homes . — (1) The State Government tay establish .and maintain such number of
oldage homes at accessible places, as it may deem necessary, in a phased manner, beginning with at least one in each’
dlstnct to accommodale in such homes a mlmmum of one hundr ed fifty senoir citizens who are |ndagent
) The State Guvernment may, prescnbe ascheme for management of oldage hoimes, including the stan-
dards and various types of services to be provided by them which are necessary for medlcal care and

means of entertamrnent to the mhabnants of such homes

Explanatm ~~ For the purposes of this section, “indigent” means any senior citizen who is not having
sufficient means, as deterrmned by the State Government, from time to time, to maintain himself,
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~ CHAPTER 1V .
_ Provmona for Medical care of aemor citizen
20, Medieal support for semor citms --—‘I'hc.‘Smc Govemment shnll ensure that,—
(i) the Govemment hospuals or hospitals funded fu!ly or partmlly by the Government shall prov;de
beds for ali senior ¢itizens as far as possible ; e
(ii) stparate queues be arranged for scmor citizens ;
(iii) facility for treatment of chromc terminal and dcgeneranve dlseases is expanded for senior cmzens
(iv) research actmnes for chromc clderly d:seases nnd agcing is expanded ; .
(v) * there are earmarked fauhhes for geriatric patlents in cvery district hospital duly headed by a medmal
officer with experience in gcriatnc care,
_ _ CHAPTER V
Protzctlon ol‘ !ife and proper!y of senior citizen
21. Measures for pubhcity, awarenes, etc., for welfare ol'seuior ci(izens The State Government shall, take -
all measures to ensure that, -—- i ! : , ' _
(i). the prov:smns of this Act are given wide pubhcnty through pubhc media including. the television,
radio and the print at regular intervals ;
' (i) the Central Govemment and State Government O‘Fﬁcers, including the police officers and the mem-
~ bers of the judicial service, are given periodic setmtizahon and awareness traiing on the issues
‘ relating to'this Act ; '
(i)  effective co-ordination between the services provided by the coneemed Ministries or Departments

22 Aulhontles who may be speclﬁed for :mp!emantmg the proviswns of this Act. — (1) The State Govern- '
ment may, confer such powers and i impose such duties on a District Magtstrate as may be necessary, to ensure that the:

- dealinig with faw, home affairs, health and welfare, to address the issues relating to the welfare of the

semor citizens and penodlcal review of the same is conducwd

_ provisions of this Act are propetly carried out and the D;sh‘tct Maglstrate may specify the officer, subordinaté to him,
‘who shall exercise all or any of the poiers, and perform all or any of the duties, so conferred or imposed and the local
limits within which such powers or duties shall be carried Out by the officer as may be prescnbed

) The State Government shall prescribe a comprehenswe action p]an for providing protection of life.
and propeny of seniot citizens, ‘
23, Transfer of property to be void in certain circumstances. — (1) Where any senior citizen who, a&er the

commenceément of this Act, hias transferred by way of gift or otherwise, his property, subject to the condition that the
transferee shall provide the basic amenities and basic physical needs to the transferer and such transteree refuses or fails
to pmwde such amenities and physical needs, the said transfer of property shall be deemed to have been made by fraud
or coercion or under undue influence and shall at the option of the transferor be declared vmd by the Tribunal,

)

o

Where any senior citizen has a right to reccwe maintenance out of an estate and such estate or part

thereof is transferréd, the right to receive maintenance may be e+ + 7 “wainst the transferee if the
transferee has notice of the right, or if the transfer is g~uious; but noe. rirst the transferee for
consideration and without notice of right.

If, any senior citizen is incapable of enforcing the rights under sub-sections (1) ard (2), action may be

~ taken on his b@alfby nny of the organisation referred to in Explanation to sub-section (1) of section 5.

~ CHAPT ER Vi

Offences and Procedure for trial

24. Exposure and abandonment of senior citizen. — Whoever having the care or protection of senior citizen
leaves, such senior citizen in any place with the intention of wholly abandoning such senior citizen, shall be pumshab!e

with imprisonment of either description for 4 term which may extend to three months or fine whlch may extand to five
thousand rupees or with both. ' ; ;

4
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S 25 cognnce of oﬂences - (l ) Notwithstanding anythmg contained i in thc Code of Cﬁmmal Procedure, 1973
(2.of 1974), every offenoe under this Act shall be congmzable and bailable. - :

: (2) _ An oﬁ'ence undcr this Act shall be tried summanly by a Magmtmte
' : A L]

CHAPTE.R Vi
I Mkcellnntous

AU, Officers to be public servants, — Evcry officer or staff appomted to exercise fum:nons under this Act shall 0
" be deemed to be a public servant wnhln the meamng oi‘section 21 of the Indian Penal Code (45 of 1860).

97 Jurisdiction of civil courts barred . - No Civil Court shall have jurisdiction in respect of any matter to -~
which any provision of this Act applies-and no injuncﬁon shalf be granled by any C“‘l| Court in respect of anylhmg x
which is done or intended to be done by or under !hls Act, -

., 28, Protection of action taken in good faith . — No suit, prosecution or other legal proceeding shall lie against
the Central Government, the State Governiments or the local authority or any officer of the Government in respect of -
anything which is done in good falth or inlended to be donc in pursuance or this Act and any rules or orders made

i 'thcreunder

g - 29. ‘Power to remove difficulties . —If any dlfﬁculty arises in giving effect to the provlsmns of this Act, the State * .

Government may, by order publlshcd in the Official Gazette, make such proyisions rot inconsistent with the prowsuons

. of this Act, as appear to itto be necessary or expedient for removing the difficulty :

Provided that no suda ordor shal! be made after the explry ofa pcrlod of two years from the date of t.he
- commencement of this Act.

30, | Power of Central Government to give dlmctlons — 'I‘he Central Govemmcnt may gwe directions to State' ,

_Gnvemments asto the carrymg mto executlan of' the provmons of this Act.

g 3] Power of Central Government to review - The Central Government may ‘make penodlc review. and
monitor the prcgress of the unplomemstion ofthe provasmns of this’ Act by the State Governments. = -

32.. Power of State Governmeni to: make rules . — (1) The State Govémmem may. by nonﬁ:cadOn in the '
Oﬂ‘icaal Gazette, make rules for can’ymg out t}m purposes of this Act.

(2) W:thout pre;ud:ce 16 the generahty of the fomgomg power, such rules may pmwde for—-

- (a)_ © the manner of holdmg inqulry Under sccnon 5 subject to such rules as may be prcscnbed
*4 mldersub-sectlm(l)ofsocmnil

b e ﬁepowerandprocedm'eofﬂw’!ﬁbmal farounrpmposesmdasub-sm(z)ofmns

© (o) the maxlmum maintenancc aliowance Wthh may be orderedbythe Tr:bunal under sub-
' secnon (2) of sectlon9' '

('d)"_ . the schcme for management of oldage homes, including the standards and various types of <"
v services to be provided by them which are necessary for medical care and means of enter-
- tainment to the inhabitants of such homes under sub-section (2) of section 19 ;

(e) the powers and dunes of the authorities for 1mplementmg the provisions of this Act, under
Sub-secnon (1) of section 22 ;

) mmprehensi\re action plan for prowdiug protectmn of life and property of senior citizens -
" under sub-section (2) of section 22 ; ; ;

(g) = any other matter which is {0 be, or. may be prescribed.

3 Every rule nmde under llus Act shall be laid, as 500 as may be aﬂ.er it is made, before each House of - e

- Stdte Legislature ; where it consists of two Houses or where such Icgnslahme consists of one House,
bef‘ore that Honse ;

ot
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