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Separate paging is given to this Part in order that it may be filed as a separate compilation. ~

MINISTRY OF LAW AND JUSTICE
(Legislative Department)
New Delhi, the 31st December. 2007/Pausa 10, 1929 (Saka)

The following Act of Parliament. received the assent of the President on the
29th December, 2007 and is hereby published for general information.— ;

THE MAINTENANCE AND WELFARE OF PARENTS AND SENIOR
CITIZENS ACT, 2007
No. 56.07. 2007
[29th December, 2007.]

- AnActto provide for more effective provisions for the maintenance and welfare
of parents and senior citizens guaranteed and recognised under the
Constitution and for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto,

BE it enacted by Parliament in the Flﬁ‘y-enghlh Year of the Repubhc of India’ as

follows:—
CHAPTER ] !

PRELMNARY

1. (/) This Act may be called the Maintenance and Welfare of Parents and Senior
Citizens Act, 2007.

(2) It extends to the whole of India except the State of Jammu and Kashmir and it
applies also to citizens of India outside India. ; :

(3) 1t shall come into force in a State on such date as the State Government may, by
nonf‘canon in the Official Gazette, appoint. '

2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,—

(a) "children" includes son, daughter, grandson and grand-daughter but does
not include a minor; . : '

Short title,
extent,
application
and com-
mencement.

Definitions,
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o e e e (b)) "maintepanse” lnc!udgs pravision for food, ciothmg, resxdence and mcdlcal L

TIPS attendance and treatment,
' (¢) "minor" means a person who, under the provisions oflhe Majonry Act, 18?5 CGor18Ts
fs deemed not to have attained the age of majority; )
() “parent” means father or mother whether biological, adoptive or step father
or step mother, as the case may be, whether or not the father or the.mother is a serior
gitizen; . .
(e} "prescr:bed" means prescnbed by rules made by !he State Govemment under
) . this Act; . .o
- o ‘ (/) "property" means property of any kind, whether movable or immovable, an-
. cestral or self acquired, tang1ble or intangible and includes rights or intergsts in such
' property; . .
(g) “relative" means any ltegal heir ofthe childless senior ecitizen  who jsnota
minor and §s in possession of or would inherit his property after his death,

() "senior citizen" means any person being a citizen of India, who has attained
the age of sm}' years or sbove;

W “State Government™; in refation to a Union :errrtory, means the admmtstrator
thereof appointed under article 239 of the Constitution; - . .

{/) "Tribunal" means the Maintenance Tribunal constituted under section 7; - . |

(k) "welfare" means provision for food, health care, récreation centres and other |
amenities necessary for the senier citizens. * : ’ |

Act t0 have 3. The provisions of this Act shal! have effect notwithstanding anything inconsistent
:a‘.;‘td‘“g - therewith contained in any enactent other than this Act, or in any instrument having effect
' by virtue of any enactmient other than this Act.’ ' _
. ' . CHAPTER It o .

- MAINTENANCE OF PARENTS AND SENIOR CITIZENS . |

Maintonance " 4. (/) Asenior citizen including parent who i§ unabie to maintain himse!f from his own ' ’ |
- of parents and - ourping o gut of the property owned by him, shall.be entitled to make an app|lca!lon under
|

senior citiz’cn 5.
{/) parent or grand-pa{ en, against one or maore of his chumeu B bemg A 'n;rcr, oo s e e r‘

L T Ut Y NPT

st b © - t.oseetion Simeaseof— . .. .. e i ey o

(if) a childless senior c:tlzen, agamst such of his relative referred to in clause (g) - . [
- of section 2, ' '

(2} The obﬁgaticn of the children or relative, as the case may be, to maintain a senior
citizen extends 1o the needs of sucl citizen so that senior cmzen may lead a normal life.

(3 The obhgation of the children to maintain has or her parent extends to the needs of -
© such parent either father or mothier or both, as the case may be, so that such parent miay iead
anornal {ife.

() Any person being a relative of a senior citizen and having sufficient means shall
maintain such senior citizen provided he is in possession of the property. of such, seniot
citizen or he would inherit the property of such senior citizen:

Provided that where more than one relatives aré enitled to inherit the property of a : |

. senior citizen, the maintenance shall be payable by such relative in the propomon in which
they would :nhent his property. © " .
Application for 5.(1} An apphcatlon for maintenance under section 4, may be made—

maintenance. ] .
- - {a) by a sehior citizen or a parent, as the case may be; or

by if he is incapable, by any other person or erganisation authorised'i\:y him; or
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t (c) the Tribunal may take cognizance sun_molu. .
Expfananon ~ For the purposes of thls section "orgamsauon" means any vo]umary
asgociation registered under the’ Sncwncs Registration Act; 1860, or any cher law for the
tlme being in force. .

{Z) The Tribunal may, during the pendency of the procéeding regarding monthly :

allowance for the maintenance under this section, arder such children or relative to make'a
monthly allowance for the interim maintenance of such senior citizen including parent and 1o
pay the same to such senior citizen including parent as the Tribunal may from time to time
direct. ' -

(1) On rcceipt of an application for maintenance uhder sub-section {7}, after giving
notice of the application to the children or relative and after piving the patties an opporturiity
of being heard, hold an inquiry for determining the amount ofmamtcnance

(#) An application filed under sub-section (2) for the month{y*allowance for the
_-maintenance and éxpenses for proceedmg shall-be disposed of within mnety days from the

date of the service of notice of the application 1o such persen:

Provided that the Tribunal may extend the said period; qnee for a maximum period of

thirty days in exceptional circumstances for reasons to be recorded in writing.

. (5) An application for maintenance under sub-section (/) may be filed against one or-

more Persons:

‘Pravided that such chﬂdren or relatwe may 1mplead the other person liable to mamtam '

_parent int the application for maintenance.

{6) Where a maintenance order was made apainst more than one person the death of -

one of them does not affect the liahility of others to continue paying maintenance,

(7) Any such allowance for the maintenance and expenses for pi-ocwding shall be -

payable from the date of the order, or, if so ordered, from the date of the application for
" maintenance or expenses of proceeding, as the case may be, - .

(8) I£. children or relative sa ordcrcd fail, without sufficient cause to comply with the

order, any such Tribunal may, for every breach of the order, issue a warrant for levying the

ainount due in the manner provided for levying fines, and may sentence such person for the

whole, or any part of each month's allowance for the maintenance and expenses of proceeding,

as the case may be, remaining unpaid after the execution o/ the warrant, to imprisonment for
_aterm. wh:ch may extend to one month or until payment if sosner r*ade whicheaver is earlier:

Provided that no warrant shall be issued for the recovery of any amount die under this
section unless application be made to the Tribunal to levy such amount within a penod of
three monthis from the date on which it became due.

6. (1) The proceedings under section 5 may be taken against any children or relative in
any district— :

(o) where he resides or [ast resided; or

. {b) where children or relative resides.

o

(2) On receipt of the application under section 5, the Triburial shall issue a process for
procaring the presence of children or relative apainst whom the application is filed,

Juridiction
and proce-
+ dure.

(3) For securing the attendance of children or relative the Tribunal shall have the

powerofa Tudicial Magistrate of first class as prowdcd under the Code oanmmal Procedure.
(4) All evidence to such proceedings shali be taken in the présence of the children or

relative against whom an order for paytent of maintenance is proposed to be made, and shall
be recorded In the manner prescribed for summous cases:

Provided that if the Tribunat i¢ satisfied that the children of relative agélns_t. whotn an
order far payment of maintenance is propased to be made is wilfully avoiding service, or
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w:!FuIly ncgiectmg to aitend the Trlbunal lhc Trlbunal may proceed to hear and delermme ﬁl
ae e Tt lRe case ex porle. - ) s o SO AR -'-'-"\
T T {5y Where the children or relative is residing out 8 Tndia, the sumarsns shall be served C . \
s QLE‘*_" by the Tribuna! through such authority, as the Central Govemment may by notification in the ] \
. _ official Gazette, specify in this behalf. ' . \\\1

(6} The Tribunal before hearing an application under section S may, refer the same to a
Conciliation Officer and such Conciliation Officer shall submit his findings within one month
and if amicable settlement has been arrived at, the Tribunal shalf pass an order to that effect,

Explanation— For the purposes of this sub-section "Conciliation Officer” means any
person or representative of an organisation referred to in Explanation to sub-section. (7} of
szction $ or the Maintenance Officers designatéd by the State Government under sub-
section (/) of section 18 or any other person nominated by the Tribunal for this purpose.

~ Constitution of 7. (/) The State Government shall within a peciod of six months fram the date of the
Maintenance  commencement of this Act , by notification in the Official Gazette, constitute for each Sub-
Tribunal. division one or more Tribunals as may be specified in the notification for the purpose of

adjudicating and deciding upon the order for maintenance under section §.

(2) The Tribunal shatt be presided over by an officer nat below the rank of Sub- .
Divisional Officer of a State.

{3} Where two or more Tribunals are constituted for any area, the State Government
may, by general of'special order, regulate the distribution of business among them.

Summary & (/) In helding any inquiry under section 5, the Tribunal may, subject 10 any rules
Pf”“"“f° " that may be prescribed by the State Government in this behaif, fotlow such summary
case of inguery. : '

procedure as it deems fit.

(2} The Tribunal shall have all the powers of a Civil Court for the purpose of taking
evidence on oath and of enforcing the attendance of witnesses and of compelling the
discovery and production of documents and material objects and for such other purposes as
may be prescribed; and the Tribunal shalt be deemed to be a Clvil Court for all the purposes
of section 195 and Chapter XXV1 ofthe Code of Crimninal Procedure, 1973, 1 of 1974

(3 Slibject to any rule that may be made in this beha]f, the Tribunal may, for the
purpose of adjudicating and deciding upon any claim for maintenance, choose ore or more
©ho persdng Posséssing special knaw[edge af any matier refevant to the inquiry ta-assist dtin -« e, L
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Order for 9. (1) If children or relatives, as the case may be, negiea or refise to maintain a senior - SR |
maintenance.  ¢itizen being unable to maintain himself, the Tribunal may, on being satisfied of such neglect _
or refusal, order such children or relatives to make a manthly atfowance at such monthly rate : |
for the maintenance of such senior citizen, as the Tribunal may deem fit and to pay the same
1o such senior citizen as-the Tribunal may, frofn tims to time, direct. T ' r

(2} The maximum maintenance allowance which may be ordered by such Tribunal shall
be such as may be prescribed by the State Government which shall not exceed ten thousand . |
rupees per month. ' : . :

Alleration in 19. (1 On proof of misrepresentation or mistake of fact or a change in the circums
' alfowance. stances of any person, receiving a monthly allowance under section 9, for the maintznance . ' |
ordered under that section to pay 8 monthly allowance for the maintenance, the Tribunal may ’ ’
make such alterallon as it thinks fit, m the"allowance for the maintenance. . _ e

(2} Where it appears to the Tribunal that, in consequence of any decision of a compe- . . [
tent Civi! Count, any order made under section 9 should be cancelled or varied, it shall _'/
: . cance! the order or, as the case may be, vary the same accordingly. .

" Enforcement i1 (/) A copy of the urder of maintenance and including the order regarding expenses

of ?’?“ of of proceedings, as the case may be, shall be given without payment of any fee to the senior
Mmatnrenances. :
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- Sitizen or to parent, as the case may he, in whose favour it is made and sush order-may-be

. enforced by any Tribunal in any place where the person against whom it is madc such
Tribunal on being satisfied as to the 1denhty of the parties and the non-payment of the
allowancs, or as the case may be, expenses, due.

(2) A maintenance order made under this Act shall have the same force and eﬁbct as an
order passed under Chapter IX of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 and shall be executed.
in the manner prescribed for the execution of such order by that Code.

12. Notwithstanding anything contained in Chapter [X of the Code of Criminal Option
Procedure, 1973, where a senior citizen or a parent is entitled for maintenance under the "3?;'::3““
said Chapter and also entitled for maintenance under this Act may, without prejudice to the mace'nain
provisions of Chapter IX of the said Code, claim:-such maintenance under either of those  gages,

Acts but not under both,

13. When an arder is made under this'Chapter, the children or relative who is required Deposit of
to pay any amount in terms of such order shall, within thirty days of the date of announcing ~maintenance
the order by the Tribunal, deposit the entire amount ordered in such manner as the Tribunal WML
may direct.

14. Where any Tribunal makes an-order for maintenance made under this Act, such Award of
Tribunal may direct that in-addition to the amount of maintenance, simple interest shall ~ interest
also be paid at such rate and from such date not earlier than the date of making the application 3:::;“
-as may be determined by the Tribunal which shall not be less than five per cent. and nat  4jjowed.
more than eighteen per cent.:

Provided that where any application for maintenance under Chapter IX of the Code
of Criminal Procedure, 1973 is pending before a Court at the commencement of this Act,
then the Court shall allow the withdrawal of such application on the request of the parent
and such parent shall be entitled to file an application for maintenance before the Tribunal,

15, (1) The State Government may, by notification i in the Official Gazette, constitute  Constitution
one Appellate Tribunal for each district to hear the appeal against the order of the f’rf,g'm"’i"a‘c
Trlhunal Tribunal.

(2) The Appellate Tribunal shall be presided over hy an officer not below the rank of
District Magistrate.

18. (/) Any senior citizen or a parent as the case mny be, aggneved b}' an order ofa A'p'bé;_ls."' R
~“Tribunal may, within srxty days from the date of the’order, prefer an appeal o the Appeliate
Tribunal; )

Provided that on appeal, the children or relative who is required to pay any amount in
terms ofsuch maintenance order shall continue to pay to such parenr the amount se ordered,
in the manner directed by the Appellate Tribunal:

Provided further that the Appellate Tribunal may, entertain the appeal after the expiry -
of'the said period of sixty days, if it is satisfied that the appellant was prevented by suﬂ‘c:ent
cause from preferring the appeal in time,

* (2) On receipt of an appeal the Appellate Tr:bunal shall, cause a natice to be served
upon the respondent.

(3) The Appellate Tribunal may call for the record of procccdmgs from the Tribunal
against whose order the appeal is prefeired.

(4) The Appellate Tribunal may, afler exammmg the appeal and the rccords called for
either allow or reject the appeal.

(5) The Appetlate Tribunal shall, adjudicate and decide upon the appeal filed against
the order of the Tribunal and the order of the Appellate Tribunal shall be final:

Provided that no appeal shall be rejected unless an opportunity has been given to
both the partles of being heard in person or through a duly authorised representatwe
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(6) The Appellate Tribunal shal! make an endeavour ta pronounce its order in wriling :
S S --,.Wl.hm one monthofdhereceint.of an.apneal, . e coir o vm e e e
A "““ T Accopy off every order made under sub-section’ (5 snal: besenc’ id um“'(he'pmﬁes s e
H T e free of cost. ] _
. Right to fegal 17, Notwithstanding anything contairted in any iaw, na party to a proceeding before a
TepresEnAlion.  Tribunal or Appeliate Tribunat shall be represented by a legal practitioner.
Maintenance 18, (1) The State Government shali designate the District Social Welfare Officer or an
Officer. officer not below the rank of & District Social Welfare Officer, by whatever name cailed as
Maintenance Officer. o '
¢2) The Maintenance Officer referred to in sub-section (), shall represent a parent
if he so desires, during the proceedings of the Tribunal, or the Appeliate Tribunal, as the
case may be.
_ | CHAPTER I
. e . ESTABLISHMENT OF OLDAGE HOMES
_ Establishment 19. (1) The State Government may establish and maintain such number of cldage :
_ of oldage homes ar accessible places, as it may deem necessary, in a phased manner, beginning with at
humes ssary, g
i least one in each district to accommodate in such homes a minimum of one hundred fifty
sentor citizens who are indigent.
‘ {2) The State Government may, prescribe a scheme for management of oldage homes,
' including e standards and various types of services to-be provided by them which are
necessary for medical care and means of entertainment to the inhabitants of such homes,
' Explanation—For the purposes of this section, “indigent” means any senjor ¢itizen
who {s.not having sufficient means, as determined by the State Govemment from tithe to
time, to maintain himself,
. CHAPT ERIV
PROVISIONS FOR MEDICAL CARE OF SENIOR CITIZEN -
Medical 20 The State Governtment shall ensure that,— ’
suppoit for
~ senjor ciligehs, _, (i} the Govertunent hospitals or hospitais Funded fu[ly or pamal[y by the
RN . . ... Government shall provide beds for all sefiiér citizens as far as possible; T T .

PRI T e mee AL T s

(1) separate queues be arranged for senior citizens:

1) facility for treatment of chromc terminal and degenerative diseases is
expanded for senior citizens; :

{iv) research activities for chronic elderly diseases and ageing is-expanded;

{v) there are earmarked facilities for geriatric patients in every district hospital -

. duly headed by a medical otficer with experience in geriatric care.
_ CHAPTER V
o PROTECTION OF LIFE AND PROPEKTY OF SENIOR CITIZEN
ITJ‘;;T:IES Sfor Z1. The State Government shai, take afl measures to ensure that—- |
awareness, e, . (r) the provisions of this Act are given wide publicity through pubitc media
for welfare of  ingluding the television, radio and the print, at regular intervals;

seaior citizens,
(n) the Central Governmeut and State Government Dfﬁcers including the police

L officers and the members of the judicial service, are given pcr:cdlc sensitization
and awareness training on the issuss relating to this Act;

IR
R
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' MH‘HSINES or Depariments dealing with faw, homie nﬂ’a:rs,l hgalth and welface, to

address the issues relating to the welfare of the senior cmzens and periodical review

of the same is conducted.

22. {/} The State Government may, confer such powers and impose such dutles ona

-District Magistrate as may be necéssary, to ensure that the provisions of this Act are properly

carried out and the District Magistrate may specify the officer, subordinate to him, who
shall exercise alf or any of the powers, and perform all or any of the duties, so-conferred

" or imposed and the local limits within which such powers or duties shall be camed out by

the officer as may be prescribed.

e A

Authoritics
wha may be
spegified for
implementing
the provisions
~of 1his Act,

{2} The State Government shall prescribe a comprehenswe actton plan for prowdmg '

protection of life and property of senior citizens. - . -

23, (1) Where any senior citizen who, after the commencemcnt of this Act, has

- transferred by way of gift or otherwise, his property, subject to the condition.that the transferee

shall provide the basic amenities and basic physical needs 1o the transferor and such transferee

-refuses or fails to provide such amenities and physical needs, the said transfer of property

shall be deemed to have been made by fraud or coercion or under undue influence and shall

‘atthe option of the transferor be declared void by the Tribunal.

(2} Where any senior citizen has a right to receive maintenance out of an estaie and
stich estate ot part thereof is transferred, the right 10 receive maintenance may be enforced
against the transieree if the transferse has notice of the right, or if the transfer is gratuitous;

but not against the transferee for consideration and without notice of right.

{3} If, any senior citizen is incapable of enforcing the rights under sub-sections (/)
and (2}, action may be taken on his behalf by any of the ergamsahon referred to in
Explanation to sub-section (/) of sectlon 5.

_ ‘CHAPTER VI -
OFFENCES AMND PROCEDURE ?OR TRIAL -

24, Whoever, having the cere or protection of senior citizen Iea\res such senior
citizen in any place with the intention of wholly abandaning such senior. citizen, shalf be

.. pumishable with: mprispiment of elther description for a term vhich may thend to three

months or fine which may extend.to-fivé thodsand rupees or with- both, -

25. (1) Notw;(hstandmg anything contained in the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973,
every offence under this Act shall be cognizable and bailabie.

{2} An offence under this Act shail be tried summarily by a Magistrate.

CHAPTER VII
MisCELLANEOUS

I '

26, Every officer or staff appointed 10 exercise functions under this Act shall be
deemed to be a public servant within the meaning of section 21 of the Indian Penal Code.

27. No Civil Court shall have jurisdiction in respect of any matter to which any
pravision of this Act applies and no injunction shall be granted by any Civil Court in respect
of anything which 15 done or intended to be done by or under this Act.

Z8. No suit, prosecution or ogher legal proceeding shall lie against the Central
Government, the State Governmenis or the local authority or any ofTicer of the Government
inTespect af anything which is dene in good faith or intended to be dane in pursuance of this
Act and any rules or orders made thereunde.

29. If any difficulty arlses in giving effect to the provisions of this Act, the State
Governiment may, by order published in the Official Gazelte, make such provisions not
incongistent with the provisions of this Act, as appear to it to be necessary or expedient far
removing the difficulty:

Transfer of
properly to-
- be void in
certain
cirgum-
stances.

Exposure and
abandanment
. of sendoc

pitizen, - ;om0

Cogaizance
of offencés.

"OfFicers to be
public
servants.
Jurisdiction

of ¢ivil couns
barred. v

Protection of
action taken
in gaod faith.

Power to
femove
difficnlties.
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. ot — Frcv:ded that no such order shali be made after the expiry ofa perlod of two years. fmm
’ 1he date of the commencement of this Act,

" Powerof Ceniral 30) The Central Government may give darectmns 0 State uovemmcﬂts a5 (o the
Govemmentto  carrying into execuuon of the provisions of this Act '
§ive dirgelions, .
" Power of ' 31. The Ceniral Govérriment may make periodic review and monitor the progress of the
Cential implementation of the provisions of this Act by the State Governments.
Government 1o .o :
. review. '
. Pawer of State 32 { 1) The State Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, make rules for -

Government 1o
miake rules. camrying out the purposes of thls Act,
(2) Without prejud ice to lhe generality of the foregoang power, such rules may prowde
for— . :
(2) the manner of holding inquiry under séction S subject to suchruleés as may be
prescribed under sub-section (/) of section 8;

{6) the power and procedure of the Tribunal for other purposes under sub-
section {2). of section §;

(¢} the maximum maintenance aliowance whach may be ordersd by the Tribunal ‘ .
gader sub-section (2) of section 9; : '

(d) the scheme for management of oldage homes, including the standards and’
“various types.of services®to be prdvided by them which are necessary for medicat
. care and means of entertainment 1o the inhabitants of sich homes under sub-section

{2) of segtion 19; )

(e) the powers and duties of the authorities for implementing the provisions
of thls Act, under sub—sectlon (/) of section 22, |

(}) a comprchenswe acnon plan for providing protection of life and pmperry : . _
of senfor citizens under sub-section {2) of section 22' ' H

- Lg) any ather matter whlch is to be, or may be, prescribed. | ) : . |

‘ _ oL -{3) Every rule made under this Act shall be laid, as soon as may be after it is made, -
DR T LT T eters dwch Holse of 'State‘Leg‘islaturc where it consists oftwo Houses-orwherg-suchzor ~cmrr sn s -0 o ‘
- fegislature consists of one House, before that House. - ° . . -
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No. 1198] NEW DELHI, WEDNESDAY, JUNE 22, 2011/ASADHA 1, 1933
witwes =y iR elesriar S MINISTRY OF SOCIAL JUSTICE AND
(TS T WHIT) FMPOWERMENT
(Social Defence Division)
wierger NOTIFICATION
7 fawedt, 22 S, 2011 New Delhi, the 22nd June, 2011

WA, 1436(R).—wmr-fr ok 7R AR

WO e AT SR, 2007 (2007 F 56) F-

HRT 6 1 SU-HT (5) T W& el F1 w4 w g,

T SRR S e = Sl s S,
T fioett & Feve (WA @r-1f) S Ted wier
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=ty gry wa-fiar el et amfen ® 59w
SfeFel WA e o e S R W e E R
[, F. 15-39/(39)/2009-10/T3H-11]
sfaer foeh, wgaa gfea

2341 GI/2011

$.0. 1436(E).—In exercise of the powers conferred
by sub-section (5) of Section 6 of the Maintenance and
Welfare of Parents and Senior Citizens Act, 2007 (56 of

2007), the Central Govemment hereby appoints the Director
. {Sacial Defence-Ageing).in thc Ministry of Social Justice

and Empowerment, New Delhi to act as a nodal authority
through whom summons shall be served by the Tribunal
to the children or relative of parents and senior citizens
who are residing outside India.

[F.No. 15- 39/{39}12009 -10/AG-T)

ABHILAKSH LIKHI, Jt. Secy.

Printed 'by the Manager, Government of India Press, Ring Road, Mayapuri, New Delhi-110064
and Published by the Controller of Publications, Delhi-110054.



