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MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS
NOTIFICATION
New Delld, the 1Gth December, 2003

GSR.937(E)— In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-sections (1) and (3) of
section 18 of the Citizenship Act, 1955 (57 of 1955), the Centrai Government hiereby
makes the following rules, namely :- |

1. Short title and commencement. — (1) These rules may be :ailed the Citizenship
(Registration of Citizens and Issue of National Identity Cards) Ruies, 2003. :

(2) They shail come Into force on the date of their publication in the Official
Gazette.

2. Definitions. - In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires, -

(a)  “Act" means the Citizenship Act, 1955 (57 of 1955);

(b)  "Chief Registrar of Births and Deaths” means the Chisf Registrar of Births
and Deaths appointed under the Registration of Births and Deaths Act,
1968 (18.of 1969); | :

(c)  *Citizen” means the Citizen of India In terms of the Constitution of India
and provisions of the Act;

(d) ‘“Director of Citizen Registration’ means the Director of Census in a State
or Union territory appointed by the Central Government under the Census
Act, 1848 (37 of 1848), who shall also function as the Director of Citizen
Registration in that State, or as the case may be, in the Union territory;

(e}  “District Register of Indian Cltizens” means the register containing details
of indian Citizens usually residing in the district; |

()  “District Registrar of Cifizen Registratior” means the District Magistrate of
every revenue district, by whatever name known, who shall act as the
District Registrar of Citizen Registration;
567761 Jo3/ —2
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{g)  “Loca! Register of indian Citizens;" means the register containing details of
Indian Citizens usualiy 'residing ins a village or rural area or town or ward or
demarcated area (demarcated by the Registrar General of Citizen
Registration) within a ward in a town of urban area;

()  “Local Registrar of Citizen Régisx&ation‘_ means a local officer, or a
revenue officer, appointed by the State Government at the lowest
geographical jurisdiction, that is to say, of a village or rural area or town, or
ward or demarcated area (demarcated by the Registrar General of Citizen
Registration) within a ward in a town or urban area, who shail function as
Local Registrar for the purpose of preparation of Local Register of indian
Citizerss; .

fi}  “National ldentity Card" means the identity card issued under ruie 13 ;

1)) “National Identity Number® means a unigue identity number allotted to
every Indian Citizen by the Registrar General of Ciizen Registration,
Indiia; |

(k) “National Register of Indian Citizens” means the register containing details
of Indian Citizens iiving in india and outside India; .

0] ‘Population Register’ means the register containing details of persons
usually residing in a village or rural area or town or ward or demarcated
area jdemarcated by the Registrar General of Citizen Registration) within
a ward in a town or urban area;

(m}  “Registrar General of Citizen Reglstration’ means the Registrar General,
india, appointed under the Registration of Births and Deaths Act, 1969 (18
cf 1969), who shall also function as the Registrar Gene:al of Citizen
Registration, India; '

(! “State Register of indian Citizens” means the register containing details of
Indian Citizens usually residing in the State; |

(0)  "Sub-district or Taluk Registrar of Citizen Registration’ means the Sub-
district Magistrate or Taluk Executive Magistrate of every sub-district or
taluk, by whatever name known, as the case may be, who shall function
as Sub-district or Taluk Registrar of Citizen Registration;
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®)  “Sub-district Register of Indian Citizens® means the register containing
details of Indian Citizens usually residing in a taluk, or by whatever name
known, of the sub-district.

3. National Register of Indian Citizens. ~ (1) The Registrar General of Citizen
Registration shall establish and maintain the National Register of Indian Citizens.

(2) The National Register of (ndlan Citizens shail be divided into sub-parts
consisting of the State Register of Indian Citizens, the District Register of Indian
Citizens, the Sub-district Register of Indian Citizens and the Liocal Register of Indian
Citizens and shall contain such details as the Central Governnvent may, by order, in
consultation with the Registrar General of Citizen Registration, s pecify.

(3) The Nationai Register of Indian Citizens shall contain the following
particulars in respect of every Citizen, namely :- |

()  Name; '

(i)  Father's name;

(ili))  Mother's name,

(iv) Sex;

(v)  Date of birth;

(vi)  Place of birth;

(vi) Residential address (present and permanent);

(vii) Marital status — if ever married, name of the'spduse; '

(ix) Visible identification mark;

(x)  Date of registration of Citizen;

(xi)y  Seriai number of registration; and

(xii)  National Identity Number.

(4) The Centrél Government may, by an order issued in this regard, decide a
date by which the Population Register shall be prepared by collecting information
relating to all persons who are usually residing within the jurisdiction of Local
Registrar. | '
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(5) The Local Register of Indian citizens shall contain details of persdns aﬂer
cue verification made from the Population Register.

: he Na giste an ¢ - (1) The Central
Govermnment shan for the purpose of National Register of Indian Citizens, cause to
cary throughout: the country a house-to-house enumerafion for collection of
spe~fied pasucuiars seiaung to each family and individual, residing in a local area
including the Citizenship stass. |

{2) The Registrar General of Citizen Registration shall notify the period and
duration of the erumeration in the Official Gazette.

(3) For the purposes of preparation and inclusion in the Local Register of
indian Citizens, the particulars collected of every family and individual. in the
Population: Register shall be verified and scrutinized by the Local Registrar who

may be assisted by one or more persons as specified by the Reglstrar Generat of
Citizen Re .istration.

(4) During the verification process, particulars of such individuals, whose
Citizenship is doubtful, srall ba entered by the Local Registrar with appropriate
remark in the Populatior Register for further enquiry and in case of doubtful
Citi..enship, the indhidual or the family shall be informed In a specified preforma
immediately after the verification proces;‘s__is over. ' )

(8) (a) Every person or family specified in sub-rule (4), shall be given an
apportunity ~f being heard by the Sub-district or Taluk Registrar of Citizen
Registration, before a final decision is taken to in¢lude or to exclude their particuiars
in the National Register of Indian Citizens.

(b) The Sub-district or Taluk Registrar .shall finalize his findings within a period

of ninety days of the entry being made, or within such reasonable extended time for
which he shall record the reasons in writing.
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(6) (a) The draft of the Local Register of Indian Citizens shall be publlshed by
the Sub-district or Taluk Registrar, for inviting any objections or for inclusion of any
name or corrections for the family or individua particulars collected and proposed to
be finally entered in the National Register of Indlan Citizens.

(b) Any objection against a particular entry or for inclugion of a name, or
corrections if any, in the Local Register of indian Cltizens may be made within a
period of thirty days from the date of publication of the draft of the Local Register of
Indian Citizens, spelling out the nature and reasons for the objechon In such form as
may be specified by the Registrar General of Citizen Reglstrahon '

(c) Subject to the provisions contalned In clause (a) of sub-rule (5}, the Sub-
district or Taluk Registrar shall consider such objections and sunimarily dispose off
the same within a period of ninety days, and thereafter submit the Local Register of
indian Citizens so prepared to the District Registrar of Citizen Registration who shall
cause the entries in the Local Register of Indian Citizens, to be transferred to the
National Register of Indian Citizens.

 (7)(a) Any person aggrieved by the order of the Sub-district or Taluk
Registrar under sub+fule (5) or sub-rule (6), may prefer an appeal within thirty days
from the date of such order, to the District Registrar of Citizen Registration.

(b) The District Registrar of Citizen Registration shall take a final decision,

after giving an opportunity of being heard to the person so aggrieved, within a period

of ninety days from the date of appeal.

(c) In case the appeal is allowed, the particulars shall be entered in the
National Register of Indian Citizéens. :

Reqijstrar itiz ion. -~ Every official of the Central
Govermnment, Statg Government, local bodies or their undertakings shall assist the
Registrar General of Citizen Registration or any person authorized by him in this

[
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behalf, in preparation of the database relating to each family and every person, and
in implementing the provisions of these rules.

& |nitialization of National Regis : izons. - (1) The Registrar General of
Citizen Registration shall, by order, nottfy the date on which the National Register of
Indian Citizens shall be mmallzed throughout the country

(2} The order made under sub-rule (1) may provide for the initialization period
specified by the Registrar General of Citizen Registration for establishment of the
National Register of Indian Citizens. |

(3) Every individual must get himself registered with the Local Registrar of
Citizen Registration during the period of initialization as specified under sub_-rule (2).

7. Head of family and individual to act as jnfermant. — (1) It shall be compulsory for

every Citizen of India to assist the officials responsible for preparation of the Natlonal
Register of Indian Citizens under rule 4 and get himself ragistered in the Local
Register of Indian Citizens during the period of initialization.

{2) 1t shall be the responsibility of the head of every family, during the period
specified for preparation of the Population Register, to give the correct details of
name and number of members and other particulars, as specified in sub-rule (3) of
rule 3, of the family of which he is the head.

(3) It shall be the responsibility of every Citizen to register once with the Local
Registrar of Citizen Registration and to provide carrect individual particulars to that
authority. |

(4} In the case of dependents, such as minor who has not attained the age of
eighteen years, or who is disabled, the responsibility of repartlng the particulars
under this rule shall be of the head of the family: .

Provided that in so far as inmates of institutions, such as orphanages, oid age
homes, mental asylums are concemned, the responsibility for providing the requisite
details shall lie with the head of the Institution.
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Taluk Regrstrar or the Local Reglstrar of Citizen Registration may, by order, require

" any person to fumnish any information within his knowledge in connection with the
determination of Citizenship status of any person and the person requured w furnish
information shall b2 bound to comply with such: requisition.

Registrar Ganeral of Cltizen Registration may, by order, spectfy the pmoedum to be
followed in preparation of the National Register uf indian Citizens and disposal of
claims and objections with regard to family and individuel particulars proposed fo be
entered in that Register. |

The name and partlculars ofa CItlzon may be-removed from the: Nationial. Register of
indian Citizens by an order of the Registrar General of Citizen Registration or any
officer authorized by nim in this behalf in iia.event.of -

()  death of the person; or

(i)  the person ceasing to be an Indian Citizen under sectum 8 of the Act,
or

() revocation of Indian Citizenship under section 9 of the Act; or

(iv)  the particulars provided by the individual or the family found to be
incorrect subsequently, thereby affecting the CRizanship status of the
person.

(2) It.shall be the duty of the indian Citizen concerned to inform the District
Registrar of Citizen Registration, within a period of thirty days, about the cessation of
his indian Citizenship under clause (i) of sub-ruie (i); -

(3) In the event of an order under sub-rule (1), the person concemed, or in the
event of his death his nearest relative, shall be duly informed about the deletion of
any entry from the National Register of Indian Citizens. |
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Provided that any person aggrieved by the order of an atthorized officer may
picfer an appeal against such order to the Authority within a period of thirtty days of .
such order. |

(4) The appeal under sub-rule (3) shall be disposed off, after giving to the
appeliant an opportunity of being heard, and produce any documentary or oral
avidence in support of his claim.

11. Maintenance and updat] ) \dian_ Citize

Registrar General of Citizen Registration éhall cause to maintain the National
Register of Indian Citizens in electronic or some other form which shall entail its
continuous updating on the basis of extracts from various Registers specified under .
the Kkegistration of Births arii U2aths Act, 1969 (18 of 1988) and the Act. ’

(2) It shall be the responsibility of the head of 2ach and every family to ensure
that any event of birth or death occurring in the family has been duly entered in, or
deleted from, the Local Register of Indian Citizens.

(3) The Chief Registrar of Births and Deaths and all other ofﬁclal.v: engaged in
the registration of births and deaths shall assist the Registrar General of Citizen
Registration in updating the National Register of Indian Citizens as required under
sub-rule (1).

12. Modification of entries in National Register of indian Citizens. — The Sub-district |
or Taluk Registrar may, on an application made by the concemed person and after
due verification, authorize the modification of any entry in respect of the following

particulars in National Register of Indian Citizens, namely:-

(a) change of nams; or : .

(b) the name of the applicant’s parent In case his status has been alterad by
adoption under the relevant laws; or

{c) change of residential address; or

(d) change of marital status; or

(e) change of sex.
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13. Issue of National |dentity Cards. — The Registrar General of Citizen Registration,
or any officer authorized by him in this bahatf, shall issue me Nationa! Identity Card
to every Ciizen whose particuiars are entered in the Natuone! Regtster of Indian
Citizens under sub-rule (3) of rile 3. '

. < ll.‘_ LIS 1LY F b2 - L= - - = ':_' 3L A Fa:z N
1o keep them property. - (1) The Nationa! ldemity Card ahatl he the property of the
Central Gevemment.

(2) No person shall willfully destroy, alter, transfer or uee in any form the
Nanonal !dentlty Card except for the lawiul purposes. | -

(3) On the happenmg ‘of any of the events specnﬂed under sub-fule (1) of rule
10, the Nahonal Idenhty Card shall be surrendered, by the Citizen conoemed or his
nearest relatwe as the case may be, to the Registrar General of Citizen Reglsti'etlon
or any o_ther authonzed officer acting on his behal.

(4) In the event of a loss of the National identity Cerd it shall be the duty of
the Citizen or his nearest relative,*as the case may be, o report the matter
' |mmed|a_tely to the neerest police station and the concerned Authority.

ignation of Na ional Registration Authority and officers. ~ (1_)0n and from the
date of-'commencement of these rules, "the Registrar General, India shall be
designated as’the ‘Registrar General-of Cilizen Reoletntten indle who shall also
function as such for the purposes of these riies. - | A

© 15. Desi

: -.ic-).

(2) The Central Government may d“eaig_nate -

(@) one or more officers as Additional or Joint or Deputy Registrar
General of Citizen Reglstration and such other officers and staff as

may be required; and
) anomeereseDtrector,andoneormomceﬂuJoiutDtm

Deputy Director, Assistant Director of Citizen Registration for each |
of the States and the Union territories along with requisite support

3577_Qif"3'_"3
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staff, to assist the Registrar General of Cltizen Registration in
discharging the functions and responsibilities under these rules,

{3) The State Government shall notify a State Co-ordinator of National
IRegistration not beiow the rank. of @ Secretary in the Stale Government or
equivalent. '

16. Sypervisi Dt - ners istrz
M_Mmmmmmxm&mmmmm_egm - (1) The
State Governments shall designate an officer or a person as Local Registrar of
Citizen Registration for each lowest geographical jurisdiction, that is to say, of a
village or rural area or town, or ward or demarcated area (demarcated by the
Registrar General of Citizen Registration) within a ward in a town or urban area who
shall function as Local Registrar for the purpose of preparation of Local Register of
Indian Citizens.

{(2) Every Local Registrar of Cltizen Registration shall fuhction under the
overall supervision of th= Sub-district or Taluk Registrar of Citizen Registration.

(3) Every Sub-district or Taluk Reﬁistrar of Citizen Registration sha_ll function
under the gyerall supervicion of the District Registrar of Citizen Registration.

(4) For the purposes of implementing and carrying out the provisions of these
riles, the District Registrar, the Sub-district or Taluk Registrar and the Local
Registrar of Citizen Registration shall be under the supervisicn and control of the
Registrar General of Citizen Registration.

(5) The Registrar General of Citizen Registration or any officer authorized by
him at any time may call for any records for examination, and issue directions
regarding inglusion or exclusion of any individual or family particulars from the
Population Register or Local Register of Indian Citizens, to the District Registrar, the
Sub-district or Taluk Registrar and the Local Registrar of Citizen Registration.

O -
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388. — Any violation of provisions of rules 5, 7,

8, 10, 11 and 14 shall be pumshablo with fine which may extend to one thousand
rupees.

gglona| Iggnp_tx gg[gg. g,;g, = The Registrur General of Citizen Registration may, in
consultation with the Central Government, issue from time to time such guidelines to
the State Governments as are considered necessary for Implementahon of thesa

rules. : {F. No. 2601 moos-lcn :
PRAVIN SRIVASTAVA, It Secy.
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