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MINISTRY OF COMMERCE
NOTIFICATION

New Delhi, the 14th August, 1996
G.S.R. 364(E).—Whereas a draft rules which the Central Government proposes to make in exercise of the powers con-
ferred by sub-section (1) of section 49 read with clause (ja) of sub-section (2) of Section 49 of the Tea Act, 1953 (29 of 1953)
was published in the Gazette of India in the notification of the Government of India, in the Ministry of Commerce vide G.S.R.
7635(E) dated 29th November 1995, inviting objections or suggestions from all persons likely to be affected thercby, within a
permdofforty—ﬁvedaysﬂmnthcdatcouwlﬂchtthﬂicinlanetteinwhxchthcsmdnotlﬁmhonwaspubhshodwcmmade
available to the public;

AndwhermsﬂndeazcttcwnsmadeavaﬂnblemlhepubhcontheﬁthDemmber, 1995,
And whercas no objoctions or suggestions were received from the public by the Central Government,

Now, thercfore, in exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (1), read with clavse (ja) of sub-section (2) of section
49, of the sald Act, the Central Government hereby makes the following rules, namely:—
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1

Short Title a6d Commencement

(1) These rules may be catled the Tea Board (Write Off Losses) Rules, 1996.

(2) They shall come into force on the date of their publication.

Definition : In these Rules, unless the context otherwise requires \—

(a) "Act" means the Tea Act, 1953;

(b) "Accounts Officer” means the Accounts Officer of the Board,;

(c) "Board" means Tea Board constituted under section-4 of the Act;

(d) "Chairman" meang Chairman of the Tea Board and includes any person exercising for the time being the powers of the
Chairman;

(€) "Chief Regional Executive” means the Chief Regional Executives of the Board;

(f) "Committee” means any committee constituted by the Board under Section 8 of the Act;

(g) "Competent Disciplinary Authority” means the Central Goverment, the Board, Chairman, Deputy Chairman as the
case may be;

(h) "Deputy Chairman" means the Deputy Chairman of the Board,

() "F.A. & C.A O." means the Financial Adviser and Chief Accounts Officer of the Board;

(j) *Financial Year" means the year beginning on 1t of April and ending on the 315t March following;

(k) "Moncy" means monty received by the Board under Chapter V of the Act;

() "Official" means officers and employecs of the Board including officials on deputation to Board,

(m) "Schedule" means Scheduie attached to these Rules;

(n) "Sccretary* means Secretary of the Board;

(0) "Stores"” means all articles and materials purchased or otherwise acquired for the use of Tea Board, including not only
expendable and issnable articles in uso or accusnnlated for specific purpose but also articles of dead stock of the nature of
plant, machinery, instrument, furniture, equipment, fixtures but excluding books, publications and pericdicals in a library,

Removal of Doubts ¢ Where a doubt arises as to the interpretation of any of the provisions of this rale, the matter shall be
referred to the Central Government for decision.

Defalcation and Losses

(1) Any loss excoeding Rs. 300/ of shortage of money, stores or other properties held by or on behalf of Tea Board,
caused by defalcation or otherwise including losses and shortage noticed as a result of physical verification which is
discovered by any branch of the Board including Regional, Zonal and Sub-Regional Offices, shall be immediately re-
ported by the official concerned who has detected the loss to the next higher authority as well as to the Accounts Officer

‘and F.A. & C.A.O. even when such Loss hag been made good by the party responsible for it and thereafter submitted to the

Chairman who will deal with them finally If the losses involved does not exceed amount which he is competent to write-
off the loss.

(2) Reports of the Chairman in respect of all losses excecding Rs, 300/- each and reports received by him which he cannot
dispose of finally under sub-rule (1) shall be submitted to the Commitice/Board as the casc may be.
Detection of losscs

(1) Losses arising out of mistake, negligence, frand, theft and carelessness to the property and money of the Board as soon
as may be detected by an official oftbeerdshaﬂfoﬂhmthbcrcpmmdbythemidoﬂicia]mMerimmodmmmpmm
officer;

(Z)OnreoeiptofmponaspurSubelmme(l) sbove by a superior officer, the said superior officer shall ascertain the
quantum of loss in terms of maney aud book-value and also indicate the person/persons primarily responsible for such
loss and on completion of such preliminary investigation shall within 21 days from the date of receipt of the report from
his subordinate officer(s), submit a detailed report to the F.A. & C.A.O. and Secretary and/or Chief Regional Executives
as the case may be.

(3) 1n addition to taking action as prescribed in sub-rules (1) and (2) above, the anthorities mentioned above shall follow
the provisions indicated below in cascs involving material loss or destruction of Board's property as a result of fire, theft,

e:cq'gq&;l«-"l(. -2
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(i) thnmateriallosmduen;suspectedthcﬁ. frand, fire etc. occur in any office/installation, yuch cases should
invariably be reported to the police for investigation. The Board shoutd exevcise its discretion in determining at what stage
reports should be sent to the police keeping in view the fact that the police investigation will be increasingly handicapped
with lapse of time.

(ii) For the purpose of the above instruction all logses excepting the losses due to the suspected sabotage, of the assessed
value of Rs. 10,000 and more shall be regarded as ‘material’. All cases of suspected sabotage shall be reported to the police
promptly irrespective of the value of the loss involved.

(iii) Once the matter is reported to the police authorities, all concerned should assist the police in their investigation. A
formal investigation report should be obtained from the police suthorities in all cases which are referred to them as
Recovery of the losses

(1) The report as per sub~clause (2) of Clause 5 of these Rules when received by the authorities mentioned in the said sub-
clause (2) above shall be finally concluded by fixing responsibility against the official responsible for the loss and
thereafier shall be submitted to the Chairman for a final decision in the matter.

Provided that decision for lump sum recovery or recovery by instalmenis shall be the exclusive discretion of the Chair-
man.

(2) Notwithstanding anything containad hercinbefore, Loss of Library Books and journals etc. as soon as may be detected
bytheLibmanslmﬂfonhmﬂlbereportedtotthecrcwynndFA_&CA.O showing name of the official to whom the
book 60 lost was issued.

(3) Soon after the receipt of the report as above, the Secretary shall order replacement of the book or journal etc. as the
case may be, from the official responsible for the loss within 21 days from the date of passing of the order.

(&) Failure to replace the book on the part of the official responsible for the loss within the stipulated period shall be
reported by the Librarian indicating the estimated price of the book to F. A, & C.A.O. who thercafier shall ascertain the
replacement value of the book so lost and shall order recovery of the price of the book lost from the said official as per
provisions of sub-clause (1) of this clange,

Types of Loases to be written off

Losses other than those which have been detected under Clause 5 above and have become irrecovernble in spite of
observance of procedure laid down in clause 6 above, shall be written off. Provided that such losses have arisen not due
1o negligence, fraud, theft, mistake or carclessness,

Power to Write Off '

(1) Subject to the provisions of these rules and the relevant provigions of the General Financial Rules and Delegation of
Financial Powers Rules, 1978, Board shall in relation to write off losses have the powers specified in the Schedule.

(2) Board may by General or Special Order, confer powers not exceeding those vested in the Board, upon the Committecs
or Chairman or Deputy Chairman or Secretary as the case may be in respect of matter covered by these rules.

Provided that no power under these rules shall be redelegated.

(3) The powers specified in the Schedule may be exercised by the Board or Committees, or Chairman or Deputy Chair-
man or Sccretary as the case may be provided that—

(a) the loss does not disclose a defect in any rules or procedure, the amendment of which requires the Order of the Central
Governmont; ‘

(b) there has not beon any serious negligence on the part of any official which may call for disciplinary action by the
Competent Disciplinary Authority.

Accidents :

Any serious loss of immovable property, such as building, Communications, other works caused by fire, flood, cyclone,
earthquake or any other natural canse shall be reported at once by the subordinate authority concerned to Government
through the usnal channel,

Responsibility for Loas

Every officer shall realize fully and clearly that he will be beld personally respongible for any loss sustained by the Board
through fraud or negligence on his part and that he will also be held personally responsible for any 1oss arising from frand
or negligence on the part of any other officer to the extent to which it may be shown that he contributed to the losses by his
own action or ncgligence,
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11. Prevention of future losses
(1} A quarterly statement of write off losses for each financial year should be submitted by the Sacretary to the Central
Govt, and/or Board indicating the reasons for the loss and the remedial measures taken to prevent the recurrence of that
type of loss.
(2} If the Central Government and/or Board finds that the loss reveals some bagic defect in the rules of procedure, the
amendment of which requires orders of superior authority in the Ministry of Finance, they should bring the same to the
notice of such superior authority for remedial action.

SCHEDULE
Sl. Nature of Loss Authority Monetary Limit upto which the loss may be
No. written off in each case.
1. Irrecoverable Losses of Board Rs. 5,000/ ~ @
Stores or money including  Commttees Rs. 2,500/~
Stamps and Library Books . (Executive, Export
Promotion Committee,
Development Committee, >
Labour Welfare Commitice) «
Chairman Rs. 1,0600/-
Dy, Chairman Rs, 300/-
Secretary Rs. 200/~ _/
2. Irrecoverable loans or Board Rs. 5,000/- ™~ @
advances Committecs Rs. 2,500/-
(Executive, Export
Promotion Commuttes,
Development Committee, >
Labour Welfare Committee) .
Chairman Rs. 1,000/-
Dy. Chairman Rs. 500/~
Secretary Rs. 200/~ _/
3, Condemnation of Board (in years) whichever is reached later, have been fixed as under:
Motor Vehicles .
Type of Vehicle “Kms. “Years
"Motor Vehicles fitted with 1,50,000 8
less than 18 hp (RAC)
4, Other Monetary Losses Chairman Rs. 1,000/-*

In case of irrecoverable rent damages (including fur-
niture hire charges and service charges) in respect of
Board's residential accommodations.

@ As per Tea Rule 36 of Tea Rules, 1954
* As por Tea Board Bye Laws 52 of Tea Board Bye Laws, 1955,
[F. No. T-11011/1/90-Plant (A))
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