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MINISTRY OF COMMERCE
(Department of Commercc)
ORDER
New Delhi, the 20th Junc, 1989
TheTea Warehouses (Licensing)
Order, 1989

5.0. 472(E).—In exercise of the powers con-
ferred by sub-sections (3) and (5) of section 30
of the Tea Act, 1953 (29 of 1953), the Central

Government hereby makes the following Order,
namely :—

1. Short title and commencement.—(1) This
order may be called the Tea Warehouses (Li-
censing) Order, 1989,

(2) 1t shall come into force on he expiry of
ninety days of its publication in the Official
Gazette.

2. Definitions.—(1) In this Order, unless the
context otherwise requires :—

(a) “Act” means the Tea Act, 1953 (29 of
1953); .

(b) “Chairman’ means the Chairman of the
Tea Board and includes any person exer-
cising, for the time being, the powers of
the Chairman;

(¢) “Form’ means a form appended to this
Order;

(d) *‘Licence’” means a licence granted under
this Order;

(e} “’Licensee’ means a licence holder of a
licence;

(f) *“Licensing Authority’’ means the Chair-
man or any other Officer of the Tea Board

so authorised by the Central Govern-
ment in this behaif*;

(g) ““Tea Board"” means the Tea Board
established under section 4 of the Act;

(h) ““Warchouse™ means a covered shed or
godown having a floor area measuring
not less than 200 square metres whesip

storing, biending or packaging of tea
is done:

() *“Warehouse owner” means a person
who owns a warchouse or who carries
on the activities of storing, blending or

packaging of tea by taking lease of
warehouse.

(2) All the words and expressions used In
this order and not defined but defincd in the Tea
Act, 1953 (29 of 1953). shall have the mcaning
respectively assigned to them in that Act.

3. Warehouse owners to obtain licence.—(1)
No warehouse owner shall carry on the activities
of storing, blending or packaging of tea except
under a licence and in accordance with the pro-
visions of this Order:

Provided that.—-

(a) The area of applicability of this Order
in the citles/towns where public tea
auctions are held ander licence granted
to the local Auction Organisers as per
Tea (Marketing) Control Order, 1984,
shall be within the limits as prescribed
below :(—

(i’ Calcutta—Within a distance of 20
Km. of the Auction Hall.

(1) Siliguri-—Within a distance of I} Km.
of the Auction Hall.

(iii) Guwahati—Within a distance of
15 Km. of the Avuction Hall.

(iv) Cochin—Within a distance of 10
Km. of the Auction Hall.

(v) Coonoor—Within a distance of 05
Km. of the Auction Hall.

(vi) Coimbatore—Within a distance of
10 Km. the Auction Hall.

(vii) Amritsar—Within a distance of 10
Knt. of the Auction Hall.

Provided further the Licensing Authority
may, with the prior approval of the Central
Government, modify the aforesaid area of appli-
cability of this Order or prescribe area of
applicability under the Order in the casc of any
new auction centre that may be set up in any
other city/town in India under the licence as per
Tea (Marketing) Control Order, 1984;

(b) The Licensing Authority may also keep
in view the optimum warehouse space
to be licensed in each centre considering
the volume of production of tea and its
movement through th licensing centre;



WITH BT 994 - wRTMTOY 9

[ ~—erg 3(ii)]

(c) No licence shall be required in respect
of warehouscs located inside the Port
area owned by any Port Trust Authority
eastablished under any law for the time
being in force;

(d) The Licensing Authority may also exempt
the warchouses of road carriers storing
teas for a short transit period from the
purview of licensing.

4. Application for Licence.—Every person
deviring to obtain a licence shall make an appli-
cation to the Licensing Auhtority in Form ‘A’
The Licensing Authority may call for additioal
information and documents which may be consi-
dcred necessary in this regard,

5. Grant or refusal of licence.—(l) The
Liceusing Authority may, for reasons to be
recorded in writing, refuse to grant a licence to
any aprlicant and sha!l furnish him with a copy
of the order so passed,

(2) Where an application for licence is not
refused under sub-clause (1), the Licensing Autho.
rity shall grant the applicant a licence in Form
‘B,

(3) While granting/refusing licence, the Ti-
censing Authority may consider, besides other
conditions, the financial werth of the applicant
and the past experience of the applicant or its
proprietor/partners/directors to ensurethat the
applicant will be able to render satisfactory scr-
vices to its clients/tea trade.

6. Period of validity of licence.—(1) A licence
issued under this Order, unless cancelled or
suspended earlier, shall remain valid for a period
of three years from the date of its issu¢ and may
be rencwed for a further period of one year at

a time.

(2) Every application for renewal of a licence
shall be accompanied by the licence which is
sought to be renewed and shall be made not less
than thirty days before the date of expiry of
the licence which is sought to be renewed.

(3) Notwithstanding anything contained in
clause 5 or ¢lausc 6, any licence issued or renewed
under this Order may be signed by the Secretary
to the Tea Board for and on behalf of the Licens-

ing Authority,
1667 GI/89 2.

7. Fees for Licence.—FEvery application for
the issuc of a lience or renewal thereof shall be
accompanied by the following fees, namely : —

for the issue of a licence—Rs. 1000/-
for renewal of a licence—Rs. 200/-

8. Amendment of Licence.—The Licensing
Authority may, of its own accord ot an applica-
tion by the licensee, amend any licence granted
under Lhis Order in such manner as may be
necessary to make such licence conform to the
provisions of the Act or other provisions of this
Ordcr orany other law for thetime being in force
or to rectily any crrors or omissions in the li-
cence

Provided that when an applicration b. the
licensee tor amendmentl of the licence is not
granied nr where the Licensing Authority is of
opinion (hat the proposed amendment will be
prejudicial to the interest of the licensee, the
licensc shall be given reasonable opportunity
of being heard befors action under this clause is
taken,

9. Duplicate licence. —Tf the Licensing Autho~
rity is satisfied that licence issued under this
Order is defaced, lost, destroyed or otherwise
rend: red useless, the Licensing Authority may,
on application madc¢ in that behalf and on
payment of a rupees one hundred issue a
duplicate Jicence.

10. Conditions of licence.——(|) Every licence
shall be deemed to have been granted or renewed
personally in favour of the licensee and shall not
be transferable.

(2) Where a licensee intends (o sell or transfer
his business to another person, both the licensee
and the proposed purchaser or the proposed
transferee, as the case may be, must obtain prior
permission of the Licensing Authorsity and the
purchaser/transferee shall obtain fresh licence in
his favour in accordance with the provisions of
this Order.

(3) If a licensec enters into a partnership in
regard to the business covered by his licence, he
shall report the fact to the licensing authority
within thirty days of his entering into such part-
nership and shall get the licence suitably amended
and thereupon the partner as well as the original
holder of the licence shall be bound by the condi-
tions of the licence as amended.
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(4) Ifa partnershrp is dlssolved, cvery person
who was a partner immediately before such
dissolution shall send a report of the dissolution
to the licensing authority within thirty days
thereof.

(5) Every licensec shalil produce his licence
for inspection on demand by an official of the
Tea Board duly authorised by the Licensing
Authortity in this behalf.

(6) Where any licensee intends to close his
business, he shall intimate his intention in this
behalf to the Licensing Authority at least one
month in advance of the proposed closure.

(7) Thewarehouse shall conformto the follow-
ing specifications:—

(2) Shall be fit for tea storage;

(b) The walls and the roof may preferably
be made of bricks and well plastered,
or be made of tins or asbhestos, but in
any case the walls and roof must be
damp-proof and leak-proof;

(c) The floor shall be of pucca construction,
properly cemented and damp-proof;

{d) It shall be properly ventilated, but at the
same time protecied against posts, ro-
dents, birds and insects;

(¢) There shall be adequate lighting arrange-
ments and electrical fittings should be
maintained in good condition;

() There shall bc adequate number of gates
of appropriate size for easy ingress and
egress of tea chests;

(g) The entry/exit gatcs shall have leakproof

covered sheds to protect apainst rain
damag at the time of loading/unloading
of tea chests

(h) The doors and windows shall be properly

secured for the safety of thestored goodss

(i) Where the warchouse will store teas
other than owned by the licensee, there
shall bc adequate space for parkingf
manocuvering of the vehicles carrying
teas. The approach roads shall be
properly maintained and shall have ade-
quate number of fire-fighting equip-
menis;

(j) The warchouse shall store only tea and

other materials connected with the
storage, blending and packaging of tea.
Anything which may adversely affect the
quality of tea shall not be kept in the
warchouse;

(k) The hygenic condition of the surrounding

area adjoining the warehousc shall be
propetly maintained;

() No new construction shall be undertaken

in an area pronc to waterlogging. The
existing warehouses shall take proper
precaution against entry of water due to
sudden heavy rainfall;

(m) The workers engged for manual blending

of tca shall wear clean dresses and shalt
not have contagious disease.

(n) The warehouse must have adequate

number of supervisory, clerical staff
and workers depending upon the nature
of business carried out therein and com-
mensurate with the volume of business
handled.

(0) The warehouse storing teas not belonging

to the licensee shallhave the following :—

(i) Adequate number of watch-and-
ward staff;

(i) Adequate number of weighing scales
proportionate (o the volume of
business which the warehovse is
capable of handling. Such scales
in operation shall bz maintained
properly to ensure correct reading of
weights;

(i) Shall use dumping pads made out
of appropriatc materials to avoid
damage of tea chests while dropping
on the floor;

(iv) Shall not stock too high which may
cause damage to the chests ard leave
enough space botween two rows of
staching for smooth movement of
workers aad ecasy identification of
chest markings;

(v) Therc shall be adcquate space for
office, for receiving, delivery and
sorting of teas, for the brokers to
draw samplcs and for blending/
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packaging of tea, wherever such
operations are applivable.

(8) The Licensing Authority shail satisfy
himszIf that the person in whose favour the licence
is to be/has been granted —

(a) has the required facilitics for ensuring
proper blending, puckaging or storage of
ted; and

(b) shall not carry on the business in a
manner detrimental to the tea industry.

(9) Every Fcensee shall comply with the di-
rections given by the Licensing Authority from
time to time regarding the handling of tea by the
persons ongaged in the warehouses.

11, Suspension or cancellation of licence.—{a)
the Licensing Authority may, after giving the
holder of a licence an opportunity of being heard,
cancel or suspend the licence on the ground that
any of the provisions of this Order or any condi-
tions of the Licence have been contravened ;

(b) Every order suspending or cancelling &
licence shall be in writing and shull specify the
reasons for snch suspension or cancellution and
shall be communicated to the licensee within
fiftcen days of the passing of such order;

(c) Where a licence is suspended or cancelled
under this Order, the holder of a licence shall
not be entitled to claim from the Tea Board or
the Central Government any compensation or
refund of licence fee for such suspension or can-
cellation;

(d) Where a licence is suspended under
sub-cluase (a), the Licensing Authority or any
ofiiccr of the Tea Board authorised in this behaif
by the Licensing Authority may enter the. licensed
warchouse ¢nd seal the stocks of tea or tea
produet stored therein;

(e} A liconsee whose licence has been sus-
cnded shall fortwith stop the activities of storing

blending or packaging of tea m the concerned

warchouse during the period of suspension of the
licence.

{f) Where,—

(i) the order of suspension is revoked, the
stocks of tea/products sealed under sub-
clause (d )shall be restored to the licensee;
or,
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(ii) the licence has been cancelled, the sealed
stocks of teaftea products shall be res-
tored to the warshouse owner with advice
to clear the warchouse of the said stocks
within such period as may be fixed in
this behalf by the Licensing Authority.

12, Appeal.—Any person aggrieved by an
Order of the Licensing Authority under clause
5(1) or clavse 11 may, within a period of two
months from the date of receipt by him of the
order, prefor an appeal to the Central Govern-
ment and the Central Government may, after
making such jnquiry as it thinks fit and after
giving the applicant an opporutnity of being
heard, confirm, reverse or modify the order.

13. Maintenance of accounts cte.—(1) The
Licensing Authority may issue directions to. any
licensee,—

(a) to maintain such rccords of the volume
of business carried on by the warehouse;

(b) to submit to the Licensing Authorily the
returns or statements in such form and
containing such information relating to
his business and within_such time as may
be specified in the direction:

() to produce for inspection to such officer
of the Tea Board as may be authorised
in this behalf by the Licensing Awuthority
such books of accounts and records
relating to his businest as may be specificd
in the direction.

(i} Any direction of the nature referred to
in sub-clause (i) may be issued cither generally
to all licensces or to any class or category of
licensees as the circumstances may require.

14. Service of orders and directions.—Any
order or direction made or issued by the Licensing

Authority or by any authority under this Order

shall,—

(a) in the case of an order or direction to
the licencees in general or to & class o r
category of licensecs be notified in the
Official Gazette, and

-(b) in the case of an order or direction to a
particular licensee, be served on such
licensee :—

() by delivering or tendering it to that
licensee, or
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(i) where it canpot be so delivered or
tend=red, by affixing it on the outer
door or some other conspicuous
purt of the premises in which that

- licensee lives, or carrics on business,
or personally works for gain and a
written report thorcof :hall be pre-
pared and witnessed by two persouns
living in the neighbourhood.

15. Power of eatry, search and seizure.—(i)
Licensing Authority or any officer, of the Tea
Board specially authorised by it in writing in this
behalf may ¢nier and search any warehouse for
the purpose of ensuring compliance with the pro-
visions of the Order and may scize any tea or
product of tea which appears to be stored, blended
or packaged in contravention of the provisions
of this Order.

(ii) Any officer taking action under this cluuse
shall submit a report to the Licensing Authority
within twonty four hours oftuking such action.

(i) The provisions of the Code of Criminal
Procedure, 1973 (2 of 1974), relating to searches

and seizures, shall, so far as may be, apply to
every search or seizure made under this order.

(iv} Where the Licensing Authority or any
officer of the Tea Board seizes any tea or product
of tea under sub-clause (i) and decides to keep
the same in safe custody of the owner of the
warehouse, such auvthority or oflicer shall, aftex
sealing the stock, makc an order to that effect
in form ‘C’ and serve the same on the owner and
the owner shall comply with such order.

16. Breach of conditions of licence to be
deemed contravention of this Order—Iif any
licensee commits any breach of any of the terms
and conditions of the licence he shall be decmad
to have contravened the provisions of Order.

17. Repeal and Saving.—Tea Warchouses
(Licensing) Order, 1980 is hereby repealed:

Provided that any order issved or any action
taken under the above order, shall be deemed to
have been done or taken under the corresponding
provisions of this Order.

FORM ‘A’

(See Clause 4)
Application for licence und r Clausc 3 of the Tea Warehouse {Licensing) Order, 1989.

To
The Licensing Authority,
Tea Board,
14, B.T.M. Sarani (Brabourne Road),
Calcutta-1.
Sit,

J/We* apply for licence for carrying on the activitios of storing/ blending/packaging of tea.

I/We* furnish the necessary particulars below:—
(1) Name of the Applicant (in block letters) :

(2) Full address (to which correspondence should be sent) :

(3) Full address of the warehouse where the applicant intends to do storing/blending/packingo f
tea :

(%) Floor area of the warchouse

(a map to the scale to be enclosed)
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(5) Whether the warehousc owner holds the warehousc on hlS own account or on lcase or va per-
mission from the owner:

(6) Nature of businoss (storing/blending/packaging etc.) to be carried out in the warehouse:

(7) Whether the opetations stated at (6) above ate carried out on his own account or on behalf of
other person, and if so, furnish the names and address of the Principal{s):

{8) Amount of fees paid:

2. 1/We* have carefully read and understood the Tea Warehousc ( Licensing) Order, 1989, and hereby
agree to abide by the provisions of the said Order.

Your faithfully,

[Signature of the applicants(s)

Place

Date-

(*score out the word not applicable)

Note : The application should be signed in the case of a company by a Director or the Secretary or an
authorised agent of the company; in the case of a partnership firm by one of the partners; and in
the case of anindividual the words "Sole Proprictor’ shall beappended after the signature.

FORM ‘B’
(See Cluuse 5)
TEA BOARD

Licence for carrying on the activities of Storing/Blending/Packaging of Tea.
(Not Transferable)
Issued under clause 5(2) of the Tea Warehouses (Licensing) Order, 1989.

14, Barbourne Road,
(B.T.M. Sarani),
Calcutta-1

Dated

Licence No. -—

Shri/Sarvashri* of —_
isfare® hereby authorised to carry ou the businessof strong/blending/packaging of tea as a Licensee in terms

of the Tea Warchouse (Licensing) Order, 1989.

This licence is valid upto and including , 19 .
unless canceled or suspended before that date under clause 11 of the Tea Warehouses (Licensing) Order,

1989.
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This licence is valid for the Warehouse and space mention below =-—
Warehouse Address

S

Floor area

Chairman,
Tea Board,
Licensing Authority.

{*score out the words not applicable)

FORM 'C
[See Clause 14 (iv)]
TEA BOARD

Whereas it appears to me that you have been in contravention of clause

of the Tea Warehouses (Licensing) Order, 1989, carrying on the activities of storing/blending/packaging of
tea in Premises NoO.... oot i e e

Now, therefore, I seize the teaftea product and hereby dircct you to keep in your safe custody the said
scaled stock of about Kilos/chests/bags subject to such order as may subse-
quently be issued in relation thereto. The Board do not hold themselves liable for any claim for rent or any
other chargesor forany lossyou may sustain forthe teascized and handed over to you for safecustody,
Place

Date
Signature
Designation
Witness
1.
(Namc)
(Address)
(Signature)
3
(Name)
(Address)
(Signature)

Received the originalofthe above, 1 have read the contents and agree to abide bv it.
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